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Questions:

1. The settings we encounter as teachers influence our strategies for creating learning experiences that incorporate visuals. Describe the problems a teacher may encounter in a technology and media rich classroom that utilizes visual displays. (4 marks)


A teacher may encounter some problems by illustrating visuals.  A teacher should be cautious while choosing visuals for learners because there can be differences between young and older learners. For instance, young learners prefer simple visuals, but older students prefer more complex ones. Simple visuals are more efficient for all learners. (smaldino, pg.54)


2. Develop your own description of effective instruction, as you believe it relates to using media and technology in the classroom. Describe and explain the theoretical constructs that are the basis of your description. (4 marks)

Technology and media has a great impact in learning. The instruction should be students centered. There are two significant uses of technology and media, which are portfolios and distance education.  For the effective instruction, there should be some principles. Firstly, students’ previous knowledge is important, so a teacher should try to understand their levels. For instance, I think she can prepare some questions for students to decide on the instructions. Secondly, learner variety is significant. A teacher should take into consideration different personalities, cognitive skills and other factors. Thirdly, in the instruction, objectives should be clear, so students can realize the aim of the lesson. Fourthly, social instruction is also important because teachers and students need to interact with each other. Furthermore, instruction should be authentic, so students can apply information in their daily lives.  Practice is also necessary, so there should be some exercises, which increase learners’ participation because participation allow students to apply the theory in their daily lives, as well. (smaldino, principles of effective instruction).

3. Discuss two advantages of required school and district policies such as policies regarding Internet use, legal and ethical use, and equity. (4 marks)

The advantages of legal-ethical issues:

Internet makes plagiarism easy for students and they can easily copy and paste the information.  Thanks to legal-ethical principles, students can use Internet more consciously. Furthermore, there are lots of inappropriate knowledge for learners like pornography. Thanks to legal-ethical issues, their chance to come across inappropriate knowledge is reduced. For instance, in the example under the title ‘Legal/Ethical Issues’, schools do not allow Internet using because of plagiarism.

The advantages of Equity Issues:

Schools provide materials for both genders according to their interests because girls and boys have different interests. In the example under the title “Equity Issues”, school encourages girls in technical fields and provides some hands-on activities for them. 

Internet Use: 

If there are district policies to use Internet, it will be useful for students. They will be able to use internet and find out appropriate knowledge in their schools.

(ch.1 technology integration workshop)

4. Discuss one emerging trend in technology and the effect it could have on classrooms and schools. (4 marks)


One emerging trend is wireless connectivity. Wireless connection makes it simple to connect Internet by reducing the number of required cables. It also provides users to move freely because there is no cable. In schools, there are “hot sports” or “drops” around the building. Therefore, students may carry a portable computer and in anywhere they can connect to the Internet by wireless connection. (Ch.1 pg.25)


5. Describe the relative advantage of using graphic tools to help students learn new concepts. (4 marks)

Graphic tools provide learners visual examples. There are some visual learners and it makes abstract concepts more concrete. Therefore, students can easy understand the complex explanations. They can also enter the system and see how they work. (chapter 2/ Technology Integration strategies based on constructivist models. Pg.50)

